
Promoting Excellence in Pain Management  
and Palliative Care for Social Workers 

 

 
 

Agenda Day 1:  August 7, 2008 
 
7:30 – 8:20 Registration/Continental Breakfast 
 
8:20 – 8:30   Introduction/Welcome/Overview of Syllabus  Shirley Otis-Green, LCSW  
 
8:30 – 9:25 The Critical Role of Social Work in  
 Pain Management and Palliative Care  Sharon Lucas, LCSW  
 
9:25 – 9:45 Break and Exhibits 
 
9:45 – 10:30 Speaking the Same Language, Inhabiting the Same 
 World: A Relational Approach to Palliative Care  David Browning, MSW, BCD  
 
10:30 – 10:50     Break and Exhibits 
 
10:50 – 11:50 Building Fundamental Skills for Quality  

 Pain & Symptom Management  Denice Economou, RN, MN, AOCN 
 
11:50 – 12:00 Greetings from SCCPI/Award Presentation   Marcia Grant, RN, DNSc, FAAN 
   Matthew Loscalzo, MSW 
12:00 – 1:00 Networking Luncheon   
   
1:00 – 1:40    Facilitated Small Group Case Studies: 
 Building Fundamental Skills for Quality Pain  
  & Symptom Management:   Faculty 
  
1:40 – 2:00 Break and Exhibits 
   
2:00 – 2:55 Panel Presentation:  
 Emerging Social Worker’s Roles in Pain  
 & Palliative Care   Guest Faculty  
 
2:55 – 3:15    Break & Exhibits 
 
3:15 – 4:15 Breakout Workshops 
 A. Quality End-of-Life and Bereavement Care   Sharon Lucas, LCSW 
 B. Building Social Workers Programs of  
  Excellence through Technology and Screening    Matthew Loscalzo, MSW 
 C. When Children Suffer: Everyday Ethics  
  in Pediatric Palliative Care  David Browning, MSW, BCD 
 D. Visualization & Imagery: Interventions to  
 Promote a Reduction in Distress Related to Pain   Kate Kravits, RN, MA 
 E. Advances in Pain Management    Denice Economou, RN, MN, AOCN 
                                       
4:15– 4:30 Evaluations  Sharon Lucas, LCSW  



Promoting Excellence in Pain Management  
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Agenda Day 2:  August 8, 2008 
  
7:30 – 8:20 Registration/Continental Breakfast 
 
8:20 – 9:20 Difficult Conversations: Practice-Based Responses 
 To the Suffering of Patients and Families  David Browning, MSW, BCD 
 
9:20 – 9:40 Break and Exhibits 
 
9:40 – 10:50 Facilitating a Family Conference    Sharon Lucas, LCSW  
 
10:50 – 11:10 Break and Exhibits 
 
11:10 – 12:00 The Special Pain & Palliative Care Needs of Elders: 
 Lessons of Success    Kathe Kelly, RN, MSN, OCN  
 
12:00 – 1:00 Networking Luncheon  
   
1:00 – 2:00    Breakout Workshops: 
 F. Spirituality and Suffering   Rev. Pam Baird 
 G. Cultivating Cultural Curiosity   Sharon Lucas, LCSW 
 H. Reducing Suffering through the Art of  
   Therapeutic Presence   Kate Kravits, RN, MA 

I. Interdisciplinary Pain Teams:  
 Enhancing Effectiveness Shirley Otis-Green, LCSW 

J. Invisible Pain: The Parallel Suffering of 
 Professional Caregivers David Browning, MSW, BCD  

  
2:00 – 2:20 Break and Exhibits 
   
2:20 – 3:10 Advocacy in Action   Shirley Otis-Green, LCSW  
 
3:10 – 3:30     Evaluations and Closing  Sharon Lucas, LCSW 
 
 
    
 
 


